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§ ENDANGERS POLICE 


Lt. Michael Webb holds an aging radio from a 15-year-old system. A trooper recently lost contact with his backup while 


chasing down a felon because his radio broke down. MATT STONE/COURIER JOURNAL 


Junk’ cars, outdated gear challenge state troopers 


Beth Warren 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


It’s easy to spot drivers zipping down Kentucky 
highways well above the speed limit. But stopping 
them isn’t as simple as you might think. 

Troopers must push their cruisers up to 120 mph 
or beyond, often crossing grassy medians and 
fishtailing to catch up. 

Experiencing this adrenaline-fueled bumpy 
ride, one thing becomes clear — you want to be ina 
car you trust. 

And that’s a “dire” problem for Kentucky State 
Police. They don’t trust their aging cars. 

As state agencies brace for spending cuts to cov- 
er an estimated $1 billion budget hole, police Com- 
missioner Rick Sanders is asking for more money. 

His current operating budget is $227 million for 
July 2017 through June 2018. The agency is asking 
for an additional $17 million annually, said 
Lt. Col. Chad White. 


Sanders is urging lawmakers to consider his 
agency’s “dangerous” predicament: worn-out cars, 
a manpower shortage and telic rifles. 

As a trooper recently rushed to help another 
trooper who had been stabbed, his cruisers 
transmission fell onto the interstate with a thud. 
Desperate, he ditched the car — which had accumu- 
lated nearly 200,000 miles — and began to run until 
someone picked him up. 

“He was trying to get to that trooper to help save 
his life,” Sanders told lawmakers during a recent 
hearing before the state House Budget Review sub- 
committee on Justice, Public Safety and Judiciary. 

State Rep. Arnold Simpson, D-Covington, told 
Courier Journal the incident was “horrible, a 
colossal failure of our system in Frankfort.” 

“It’s vital to equip law enforcement appropriate- 
ly,” he told Courier Journal. 

The latest cadet class was assigned cruisers with 
an average of 140,000 miles — and some troopers’ 


See POLICE, Page 8A 


Fuehring 
plays with 
unbridled 
emotion 


U of Ljunior’s past 
influences her game 


Danielle Lerner 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


She was told to take only the impor- 
tant things, so Sam Fuehring crammed 
a few trash bags full of clothes and 
grabbed her stuffed bear, Sammy. 

She sobbed as her five cats were 
taken away in an animal control vehi- 
cle after she and her family were 
thrown out of the home Fuehring lived 
in for the first 12 years of her life. 

It was the second time Fuehring had 
been evicted, and it wouldn’t be the 
last. 

By the time she graduated high 
school in New Jersey in 2015 as a 
McDonald’s All-American, she had 
spent five stints staying with friends 
or family members, occasionally 
separated from her parents and 
brothers, often for months and some- 
times for years at a time. 

Fuehring remembers eating boxed 
mac and cheese for dinner, sleeping on 
air mattresses and living with her four 
brothers, parents, cousin and uncle in 
a one-bedroom apartment with no air 
conditioning. 

Now, three years into her time at the 
University of Louisville and an integral 
part of the Cardinals’ women’s basket- 
ball team, “I still feel like I’m 
homeless,” Fuehring said. 
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By Fuehring’s junior year of high 
school, she had become accustomed to 
living out of bags in a constant state of 
upheaval. But she and her family were 
once again in an apartment of their 
own, and Fuehring, a 6-foot-3 forward, 
was being hotly recruited as a top 100 
prospect in the class of 2015. 

One month after Fuehring verbally 
committed to play for Louisville, disas- 
ter struck again. 

Fuehring’s 2-year-old niece Ella, 
whom she called her “little twin,” was 
killed in October 2014 when she was 
pinned between two shuttle buses at a 
pumpkin patch. 

“I remember getting the call and 
dropping to my knees,” Fuehring said. 


See FUEHRING, Page 5A 


Louisville’s Sam Fuehring was a 
McDonald’s All-American in 2015. 
SCOTT UTTERBACK/COURIER JOURNAL 
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Recreational pot sales open in California, 
bringing a mixed bag for existing marketplace, 1B 


Cards make history 


Louisville women’s basketball team breaks program 
record for consecutive wins to start a season, 1C 
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High 18° K Low 3° 
Sunny. Forecast, 2A ©2018 
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